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Sorensen Magnet School 

     of the Arts and Humanities 
Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

Happy New Years and welcome back!   

I hope you all had a good winter break and the opportunity to spend some quality time with family and 
friends.  January marks the beginning of 2017 as well as the end of the 1st semester.  That means we’re almost 
halfway through the school year.   

Traffic Congestion and Student Safety: I have received several inquiries pertaining to student drop-off and pick-up 
at the school.  The major concern relates to parents who fail to pull to the side of the street before letting students 
out of their car.  This results in congestion of traffic, and has potential to compromise the safety of chil-
dren.  Parents, please plan a little extra time into your day to allow you to pull over to the curb when dropping off 
or picking up your child. Also, direct your students to use the crosswalk when they are across the road so they 
avoid an unsafe situation.  If everyone follows these simple guidelines, there should be less congestion and our 
students will be safer.  Also, plan for extra travel time due to winter weather conditions that create unexpected 
delays en route to and from school.  This should also improve the likelihood of your student getting to school on 
time as well, as we have noticed an increase in student tardies in the morning.  While this may be a result of the 
weather, school still begins at 10:00 on Mondays and 8:30 on all other weekdays.  Please make a consistent effort 
to plan ahead in order for your child to arrive safely to school and be prepared to begin on time in the morning. 

School Levy: Our school board has voted to run a $16M/yr, two-year ($32M) Maintenance & Operations Levy on 
March 14.  The board is also considering a $35.5M Bond.  Go to www.cdaschools.org under “What’s New” to learn 
more about the bond recommendation.  It is important that you have the right information and are always encour-
aged to direct questions or concerns to our district office.  The levy and bond are vital to the success of our schools 
in terms of providing classroom materials, quality and safe school facilities, and planning for the future.  We hope 
that after having learned the facts, you would agree and even if you disagree, the school district is asking for your 
input.  Thank you for your consideration in supporting Coeur d’Alene Public Schools and be sure to vote on March 
14.   

Included in this month’s newsletter is a powerful article that tells the story of how Sorensen became a magnet 
school.  This may be a reminder for some, but important new  information to others in learning what it is that 
makes our little school with BIG IDEAS different from other elementary schools.   Please take the time to read the 
article to learn how vital your role is in sustaining Sorensen’s arts and humanities programming.  In short, the 
Sorensen Auction and Soiree in the spring raises the funds necessary for us to continue doing what we do.  You all 
are invited!  You also are encouraged to get involved and to assist in this huge campaign that unites the “Sorensen 
Community”, raises the funds needed to continue with our arts and humanities related activities, and creates a 
multitude of everlasting memories and friendships.  Also, just a reminder that our PTO will meet soon.  Watch for 
the rescheduled date and time.  Get involved with our Sorensen community and plan to attend the next  
meeting.  Hope to see you there. 

Brett DePew 

Principal 

http://www.cdaschools.org


Calendar 
 

Jan 16   NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
Jan 18   Watch D.O.G.S. Pizza Party 6:00pm 
Jan 24   Sorensen Strings Concert 6pm 
Jan 27   NO SCHOOL - Teacher Work Day 

Staying Active in the Winter 
Months 

 

Often times, winter months usher in a 
decrease in physical activity and weight 
gain.  There are ways to keep your fam-

ily active during the cold months of the year.  Join 
your kinds in an afternoon of sledding or making a 
snowman instead of watching from the window.  
Bundle up and take family walks around the neigh-
borhood.  Snowshoeing or cross country skiing is 
great exercise and gives you the opportunity to ap-
preciate nature blanketed in snow.  For days when 
conditions prevent playing outdoors, try turning up 
the stereo and showing of your dance moves!  For 
more information on how to add physical activity to 
your life, go to the Nutrition Services department 
page at www.cdaschools.org. 

SCHOOL CLOSURE INFORMATION 
 

District weather hotline:  667-0784 

Radio:  KVNI 1080 AM 

             KCDA 103FM 

        TV Stations:  Channels 2, 4, 6 
Information is normally broadcast beginning at 6:00 

a.m.  Please do not call the radio or TV stations.  

They will announce the information several times 

each hour until school starts. 
 

***We will ONLY be listed as the Coeur d’Alene 

School District #271.*** 
 

***SNOW CLOSURE HOTLINE*** 

667-0784   

News from our Nurse 
 

With the holiday season behind us, 
it is time to get out your lice combs 
and start checking your children 
for head lice.  Close contact around 
the holidays increases the risk of spreading 
these annoying little bugs.  If you can catch 
them early, you will really be ahead of the 
game! 
 

Watch my video on the best way to check your 
child for head lice: 
 

https://youtu.be/Lx9lXaCJjEU 
 

Go to our website for all the scientifically prov-
en ways to get rid of head lice. 
 

School Health Services Head Lice Information   
 

If you have questions, please feel free to email 
me at llauri@cdaschools.org or call 208-664-
2822.  Thank you, Nurse Laura 

WATCH D.O.G.S 
Pizza Party Kick-Off!!! 

 

Reminder for all dads, un-
cles, granddads and adult 
brothers that are interested 

in participating in the Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of 
Great Students) program to come with their 
student on January 18th for our Pizza Party 
Kick-Off at 6pm here at Sorensen!  
 

To sign up for the program go to:    
http://signup.com/go/J7AL1Z  
 

If you have questions:       
sorensenwatchdogs@gmail.com  

Sorensen Strings Concert 
 

We hope that you can join us on Tuesday, 

January 24th for our Holiday Strings Con-

cert.  Mrs. Phillips would like the strings 

students to arrive at 5:30pm dressed in 

holiday attire.  The concert will begin at 

6pm in the Sorensen gym.  If you have question you 

can email Mrs. Phillips at kphillips@cdaschools.org. 

Reminder… 
 

If you have recently moved, changed your job, 
got a new phone number...please call the office 
to update any important information that we may need to get in 
contact with you in case of an emergency.  Also, if your student 
is not going to be in school for any reason, illness, vacation, 
etc. you need to please contact the office...not just their teach-
er.  Thank you! 

Sorensen Bus Zone 
 

Please be mindful of the Sorensen 

bus zone; do not park in the bus 

loading zone located on the North 

side of Sorensen.  There are signs to 

mark the beginning and end of the bus zone. 

 

Also, please notice toward the end of the bus 

zone there is a sign tied to the tree that is a 

designated reserved parking space for the auc-

tion winner.  This person has purchased this 

parking spot at the Sorensen Auction & Soriee 

and has it all school year.  Please keep this in 

mind when parking.  Thank you! 
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A Historical Perspective 2006-2015  
 

 In early September of 2006, close to 10,000 excited students were returning to school - only 212 of 

them to Sorensen Elementary School. It was a rumor for years that Sorensen may close, and this year was 

expected to be its last. Typical of many urban school districts with burgeoning community growth, sprawl-

ing commerce, and more affordable housing expanding in subdivisions outside of the downtown area, 

Sorensen's student population was simply moving away. Enrollment was declining, test scores were spiral-

ing downward, school pride was waning, and even the 1957 facility, originally built to be a Catholic high 

school, was showing signs of increasing neglect in anticipation of an inevitable closure. And then came the 

unexpected outcry to "Save Sorensen!" Looking back, the saving of Sorensen was a type of perfect storm. 

Four distinct agendas were about to collide: there was the district trying to demonstrate financial efficiency 

to the taxpayers by closing a school that was old, in need of major upgrades and declining in student en-

rollment; there were the downtown businesses desperately hoping to maintain an elementary school within 

the zone to keep a feeling of youthful vibrancy and viability; there were the parents of children attending 

who just wanted to keep the small school feel in their backyard; and there were the dreamers hoping to 

turn the pending crisis into an opportunity for creating something new - and so the idea for Sorensen Mag-

net School of the Arts and Humanities was born.   

 

 As the district began to publicly address a possible closure, representatives of all four fronts met in an 

early November School Board meeting for the first of many emotional, and what came to be defining ses-

sions. After dozens and dozens of community testimonies from business owners, artists, actors, parents, 

school employees, newspaper headlines, and hundreds of “Save Sorensen” t-shirts, Coeur d'Alene superin-

tendent Harry Amend agreed to formally study the situation. Assigning the task to the district's Long 

Range Planning Committee, the research began. The bleak results were reported in a Special Board Meet-

ing on January 16, 2007: the resulting vote by the committee for Board consideration was 10 in favor of 

keeping Sorensen and 8 in favor of closure. In a regular School Board Meeting on February 5, 2007 a mo-

tion was carried to support Sorensen Magnet School of the Arts and Humanities - provided minimum suc-

cess indicators could be met:  

 

  1.  20-30 new students by June of 2007 

  2.  30-50 new students by August 4, 2007 

  3.  $100,000 raised by August 4, 2007 

  4.  Evaluation of ADA requirements and costs would be determined by August 4, 2007. 

 

 With the encouragement of the Board, the community and staff rallied with a valiant effort to meet 

these indicators. The final determination for approval of the Sorensen Magnet was formalized at the Au-

gust 6, 2007 Board of Trustees meeting by a unanimous vote.  

 

 Now in our 10th year, Sorensen Magnet School has grown to a full capacity enrollment of 343 stu-

dents, K-6, with two application windows and waiting lists in every grade. In addition to an amazing num-

ber of parent and community volunteers, we have a full staff of 17 certified classroom instructors, princi-

pal, counselor, librarian, special education, nurse, ALP, art, music, p.e., custodian, secretaries and seven 

classified support staff. We added forty-five minutes of instructional time to our school day Monday 

through Thursday, which affords us early release on Fridays for the kids so that the staff can engage in two 

hours of arts and humanities development and collaboration. Our schedules are complicated but our cul-

ture is one of incredible flexibility. I have never worked in such a fast-paced and engaging learning envi-

ronment.  



 

Since the Board's decision to allow Sorensen to remain open and become a Magnet School:  

 

 We've added a 6th grade section as the district expands on its attempt to provide schools of choice 

and instructional-themed variety to our many offerings.  

 Our PTO has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in funds over the years which have been used 

to fund equipment, pay for performance director staffing, provide staff development opportunities; 

we've installed computer projectors in every classroom, new sound system and stage curtain in the 

gymnasium, provided Artist Residencies and Guest Speakers and enjoy the continued and growing 

support of our community.  

 The Coeur d'Alene School District has contributed close to $90,000 to remodel the old locker 

rooms into Remediation and Advance Learning classrooms and in addition, the all-school remodel 

that took place the summer of 2013.  

 We have business partnerships with many of our downtown supporters.  

 We've sponsored Artists-In-Residences in areas of: Beading, Quilting, Dancing, Glassworks, Juggl-

ing, Print Block-Making, Book Making, Poetry, Storytelling, Didgeridoos and Bagpipers to name 

just a few.  

 We are able to create walking field trips to our City Library, North Idaho College, Community 

Gardens, the parks, the businesses, the downtown Art Galleries, and a few local eateries.  

 Our programs have expanded to include: juggling, technology, world cultures, pottery, theatre, 

chess, African drumming, body sox, string orchestra, recorder ensemble, humanities, vocal music, 

and dance.  

 We have Marimbas, African Drumming, Special Chorus, Band, Lego’s, Stage Tech, Dance Step, 

Juggling, Body Sox, Chess, and Theatre performing teams meeting outside the school day which 

perform throughout the community.  

 We continue to host the annual Sorensen Soiree and Auction. An event which draws more than 200 

people for an evening of dinner, music, live and silent auctions and fun which funds our magnet 

programs. 

 And Sorensen IRI and ISAT test scores continue to grow dramatically - Yes, academics is one of 

our humanities!  

 

Our little school has come a long way since 2006 - thanks to the help of our parents and the Coeur d’Alene 

community. In fact, we can’t continue to do this without you. So begins the invitation for parents to con-

sider getting involved and connected to PTO and attend a meeting to help us set a course for what hopeful-

ly could be the best auction soiree fundraiser to date. All PTO meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Monday 

of each month; this month we meet Library, watch for the date and time to come out soon. Hope to see you 

there.  

 

 

What a School…with BIG IDEAS!  




